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Prologue 


The book "Understanding Islam: A Simplified 
Introduction to its Basic Principles" is a 
comprehensive manual meant to acquaint the 
reader with the Religion of Islam as regards its 
principles and sources. Starting from the first 
revealed word "Read..." it is evident that Islam 
respects the human mind, by calling it to think. 
Reading and earning knowledge are prerequisites 
to knowing this religion and understanding its 
teachings. Consequently, Islam calls people for 
reflection and reasoning in order for them to be 
able to grasp the messages intended by the 
Qur’an, It also shows the close link between man 
and the universe and the framework governing 
this relationship, where he seeks to reconstruct 
the earth and take advantage of its bounties. 
Islam stresses respect of religious, doctrinal 
and intellectual pluralism, maintaining that 
differences in these issues do not mean 
antagonism. Rather, they mean diversity and 
enrichment, establishing for peaceful 
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coexistence, and setting the tone of respect and 
recognition of the other's right to stability. The 
Islamic creed, Shari'a and morals, all maintain 
that the humankind is one family, having a great 
deal in common. Thus, there is a dire need to 
know the Islamic teachings, creed, Shari'a and 
morals through this book written by Sheikh 
‘Attia Saqr, may Allah rest his soul in peace. 


Prof. Yusef ‘Amer, 


Vice-president of Al-Azhar University 


Foreword 

Praise be to Allah, Lord of the whole 
universe, and may peace and blessings be upon 
the honorable Messenger of Allah, Muhammad, 
and upon his companions and all those who 
follow him. 

Islam is a cosmopolitan message that 
affords peace and compassion for all people. It is 
received by all the souls naturally due to its 
leniency, purity, and compatibility with the 
innate common sense. The Islamic principles are 
universally and existentially consistent, thus they 
do not change that which makes it valid for all 
times and places throughout the ages. It 
juxtaposes neither what. is empirically 
established nor any rational thought. By virtue of 


its realistic approach, consideration of the 


vi Bs 
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universe, and its requirement that faith be 
achieved through contemplation and thought, it 
captivates the hearts and charms the intellects on 
different levels. The tolerance of its Shari'ah, its 
removal of hardship, its inclination towards what 
is easiest, and its consideration of people’s 
interests and rights are what bring people to 
accept Islam and increase their commitment to it. 
Islam is an invitation to justice, equality, 
and respect for all the human beings, because all 
are equals in front of Allah, their preference 
being distinguished only by piety and good 
deeds. 
Allah the Most High says, 
led As pEilky (ly 83 cya ASL Cath gl" 
"5x8 ale at &) Sth at ie 2858) Fy | dla 
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“People, We created you all from a single man 
and a single woman, and made you into races 
and tribes so that you should get to know one 
another. In Allah's eyes, the most honored of you 
are the ones most mindful of Him: Allah is all 
knowing, all aware.”’ (Qur’an, 49:13) 

This creed seeks to eradicate fanaticism in 
terms of kinship, color, and gender, and retains 
bonds of brotherhood, faith, and love. This call 
has bonded Bilal the Ethiopian, Suh‘aib the 
Byzantine, Salman the Persian, and ‘Omar the 
Arab, and eventually people from all ethnicities 
and nationalities. 

It is a message that calls to knowledge and 
obligates every Muslim, man and woman, to 
acquire it. Its miracle, the Qur’an, is an eternal 


miracle that does not depend on paranormal 


events such as reviving the dead, moving a 
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mountain, or transforming a stick into a snake. 
Such miracles do not endure beyond their 
performance, and thus do not truly affect but 
those who have witnessed them and lived in their 
respective ages. The miracle of Islam is the 
miracle of science and knowledge. It is the 
miracle of a book that speaks of the realities of 
existence and draws attention to eternal signs 
that persist throughout generations: it 
demonstrates the truth and proves what is right. 
As a universal message, it can only be 
appropriate for all times. 

Islam is a mercy to the entire universe. 
The Prophet, peace be upon him, said: "By Him 
in whose hand my soul is! You will not enter 
Heaven until you believe, and you shall not 


believe until you love one another. May I inform 


you of something which if done you love each 
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other? Promote greetings amongst yourselves” 
(by saying “peace be upon you ” to one another). 
Abu Huraira, may Allah be pleased with him, 
reported: “They said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, we 
are all merciful.’ He said: ‘It is not the mercy of 
one person, but the mercy of the general 
population”. (Hadith by Al-Hakim) 

Al-Azhar Al-Sharif presents this book to 
all people around the world in hopes that they 
learn about Islam as a faith and a way of life, 
about the general principals of Islam, and about 
the main sources of the religion. The book also 
includes a brief biography of Prophet 
Muhammad, peace be upon him. 

Dr. Mohy Eddeen ‘Afeefy 
Secretary General of Islamic Research 


Academy 
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Translator’s Notes 


The first edition of this book was 

published in response to an initiative made by the 
i former Grand Imam of Al-Azhar Al-Sharif, Jadul 
Haqgq ‘Ali Jadul Haqq. 

The purpose of this work is simply to 
acquaint new Muslims, or anyone else, with the 
basic teachings of Islam in a simplified way. 
There is neither an attempt nor any intention to 
present the depth of the Islamic tradition. What is 
intended, however, is to provide the common 
reader, Muslim or otherwise, with a proper 
insight into the subject, and to help him or her 
appreciate the principles for which Islam stands. 
Once they develop the initial interest, they can 
pursue a course of deeper knowledge on their 
own. This book is an attempt to illustrate the 


significance of the teachings of Islam in our daily 


lives. Many aspects are discussed, such as how 
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Islam leads to happiness, how Islam satisfies the 
human need for security, how Islam leads one to 
peace of mind. Other topics are also presented 
including Islam and human dignity, Islam and 
science, Islam and human rights, etc. It should be 
noted that the translation of the Qur’anic verses 
cited in this book are only an approximate 
interpretation of the meaning. 

I would like to express my deep 
appreciation and gratitude to Dr. Abdul Karim 
Kamara, to my kind colleague Halimah Edwards, 
Dr. Kamal Bureiqa’, Dr. Corey Shaver, Dr. 
Ahmad Hamza, Mr. Abdurrahman Mansour, Mr. 
Mahmoud Qayid, and Mr. Mustafa Al-Tahhan 
for their valuable assistance in revising this 
translation. 


Dr. Muhammad Gemei'ah 
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The Religion of Islam 


The true religion is what has been ordained for 
the happiness of the humankind in this world and 
the Hereafter. The Arabic word *is/am literary 
means submission and compliance [to Allah]. 
This means that Islam is the religion of all the 
prophets. 

Allah the Most High says on the tongue of Noah, 
as stated in the Glorious Qur’an: 

Migaleatld be G81 YS" 

”T am commanded to be one of those who devote 
themselves to Him”. (Qur’an, 10:72) 

On the tongue of Abraham: 

es ins Sydad Go) Gull Oa all 4b5 4 dl Sy" 


figs WG DA al 8 (pate al Casta a8 G81} 
Me galint piil's YI 


“His Lord said to him, ‘Devote yourself to Me.’ 
Abraham replied, ‘I devote myself to the Lord of 
the Universe,’ and he commanded his sons to do 


the same, as did Jacob: ‘My sons, Allah has 


chosen [your] religion for you, so make sure you 
devote yourselves to Him, to your dying 
moment.” (Qur’an, 2:131-132) 
On the tongue of Joseph: 

MOalialls giialls Las 5 
“Let me die in true devotion to You. Join me with 
the righteous.” (Qur'an, 12:101) 
On the tongue of Moses: 

Meals’ AS | 1 HR Gi added labial SAK J 9/8 G" 
“Moses said, ‘My people, if you have faith in 
Allah and are devoted to Him, put your trust in 
Him”. (Qur'an, 10:84) 


Islam is the religion that Allah the Most 
High revealed to Prophet Muhammad, peace be 
upon him, to preach to all humankind. He has 
made it the last of all religions, after which there 
should be no other. 


Allah the Most High says, 


MEL ail Se G28 Gy" 
“True Religion, in Allah’s eyes, is Islam.” 
(Qur’an, al-Imran, 3:19) 
Allah the Most High also says, 
@E 5 ail gle’ Sy 26154 yt asl Uf Seas Gis em 
“Muhammad is not the father of any one of you 
men; he is Allah's Messenger and the seal of the 
prophets.” (Qur’an, 33:40) 


The call of Islam is directed to all 
humankind, both to those of religion and to those 
without. 


Allah the Most High says, 
1 Stat sa yall 6 tll ged, cust 13) gall wig 
"ails Sanat daly Eade LA SIS ls 
“Ask those who were given the scripture, as well 
as those without one, ‘Do you too devote 
yourselves to Him alone?’ If they do, they will be 


guided, but if they turn away, your only duty is to 
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convey the message. Allah is aware of His 
servants.” (Qur’an, 3:20) 


As for previous religions, they have all 
been restricted. They were sent to particular 
people and limited to particular times. Islam 
alone is the one religion which bears the seal of 
universality and eternity. This has been a genuine 
feature of Islam since the beginning of its advent. 
This characteristic of Islam was not accidental. 


Allah the Most High says in a Meccan chapter of 
the Qur’an: 

588 Gaal & Sa oe Le asa O55 gal 8" 
“Exalted is He who has sent the Differentiator 
down to His servant so that he may give warning 
to all people.” (Qur'an, 25:1) 

Allah the Most High says, 


mangas Sa) Ab Dota fl Sa ta Go 


“Say [Muhammad], ‘People, I am the Messenger 
of Allah to you all...” (Qur’an, 7:158) 
Allah the Most High says, 


"Gaallall “83 y! play" 
“But truly it is nothing other than a Reminder for 
all peoples.” (Qur’an, 68:52) 


It is mentioned in authentic hadiths that: 
“Every prophet used to be sent to his nation 


only, but I have been sent to all humankind”. 
(Hadith by Al-Bukhari) 


And: 
"And after me, there shall be no more prophets." 


(Hadith by Al-Bukhari) 


The universality and eternality of Islam is 
one of its own characteristics, because it includes 
all the elements of perfection and 
comprehensiveness that meet the needs of 
humankind. It coincides with the refinement of 
the human intellect and the development of the 
human community. 


Allah the Most High says, 


ek ane oct 08a Cundls shin Pa Lei aa" 
ji) deed ries 


“Today I have perfected your religion for you, 


Si y sen as 
completed My blessing upon you, and cho 


” 


your religion Islam [total devotion to Allah] 


(Qur’an, 5:3) 


Islam: Creed, Legislation and Morals 


The religion of Islam is founded on three 
basic integrated principles: creed, legislation, 
and morals. 

Creed (‘agidah) means confirming belief 
in one’s heart in all that Prophet Muhammad, 
peace upon him, came with, including all that 
should be known about that, and is indispensable 
to know. 

Legislation in Islam (Shari'ah) is a set of 
principles and rulings stated for conduct, and 
dealings, mostly with practice. Because faith is a 
matter of heart, it rarely enters into this category. 


So, whoever believes in creed, and 
acknowledges the Shari'ah, but yet falls short of 
practicing it, is regarded as disobedient; he will 
not be saved from the punishment of Allah, 
unless Allah forgives him. 


Allah the Most High says in the Glorious Qur’an: 


gly gyal A yd La yi 4 GS ol SY ail 6)" 
“Allah does not forgive the joining of partners 


with Him [in worship]; anything less than that 


He forgives to whoever He will.” (Qur'an, 4:48) 


And falling short in some of the branches 
or aspects of Shari ‘ah does not affect the validity 
or authenticity of the other aspects fulfilled. As 
stated in the Glorious Qur’an. 


Allah the Most High says, 


ngcg WB 558 Die aka cay 88 IR a ie Das or" 


“Whoever has done an atom ’s weight of good 
will see it, and whoever has done an atom s 
weight of evil will see it.” (Qur’an, 99:7-8) 

And whoever believes in the Shari’ah 


alone, without the creed is not a Muslim, and his 


deeds shall not be accepted by Allah. 


Allah the Most High says in connection with 
those who do not believe in the Day of 
Resurrection: 


Vy ghd Glia slid Uae Gyo glad Le I) nad 
We shall turn to the deeds they have done and 
scatter them like dust.” (Qur’an, 25:23) 
He also says, 
eye, ee adie. a8 1 i if 
aw Ma agllsc! Shs a5laly Akl bb V9 ya Opal SA} gh" 
M535 Maal 499 gal 
It is those who disbelieve in their Lord's 
messages and deny that they will meet Him. 
Their deeds come to nothing; on the Day of 
Resurrection, We shall give them no weight.” 
(Qur’an, 18:105) 
The Islamic creed is indivisible. Whoever does 


not believe in any certain aspect of it has his 


creed rendered invalid. 


Allah the Most High says in connection with the 


Jews: 


(Sada Gye eR La vate G9 8885 isi ar Osi sil 


Sah Gis Aatall aie GEN sual Lb S58 ee 
Woy 


“So, do you believe in some parts of the 
Scripture and not in others? The punishment for 
those of you who do this will be nothing but 
disgrace in this life, and on the Day of 
Resurrection they will be condemned to the 
harshest torment.” (Qur’an, 2:85 

Therefore, the creed is stable; it is not 
subject to alteration. Such is the case with all 
religions. 


Allah the Most High says, 


af 


Lay Sl) EY gill Lig ay ng be Goll Of SI E34 


bay pte 
\ AM} ah il (ime s ¢ Penney) asl! 3 
SxS V5 GA | 98 " ai 


“In maiters of faith, He has laid down for vou 
[people] the same commandment that He gave 
Noah, that which We have revealed to you 
[Muhammad] and that which We enjoined on 
‘Uphold the 


Jaith and do not divide into factions within it'.” 


Abraham and Moses and Jesus: 


(Qur’an, 42:13) 


Prophet Muhammad's missionary 
approach was not different from other prophets’. 


Allah the Most High says, 
MoS G6 EL Gis ba Ja 
“Say, ‘I am nothing new among Allah’s 
messengers.” (Qur'an, 46:9) 
Allah has sent the Qur’an confirming the 
Heavenly Books that preceded it. 


Allah the Most High says in this regard: 


ish jo af Gb Ud kas Gal, Gush aut ul5si5" 
Nagle Unig sy 
“We sent to you [Muhammad] the Book, with the 
truth, confirming the Scriptures that came before 
it, and with final authority over them.” (Qur'an, 
5:48) 
In Islam, believing in Abraham, Moses, 
Jesus, and the rest of the messengers is part of 
the pillars of faith. 
Allah the Most High says, 
ai Gal UK Gsejulls 485) cys al) Dal Ley Dg Gal” 
Linais |i 4 aba’ oye sal Gis bab Y alles 4585 460k 
™ aall Bills G5 all ya WALI 
“The Messenger believes in what has been sent 
down to him from his Lord, and so do the 
faithful. They all believe in Allah, His angels, His 
scriptures, and His messengers. We make no 


distinction between any of his messengers. They 
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say, ‘We hear and obey. Grant us Your 
Jorgiveness, our Lord. To You we all return!’” 
(Qur’an, 2:285) 

As for the Shari'ah, certain aspects of it 
are static and do not change, such as methods of 
worship, the rules of transaction, and conduct, 
Yet certain aspects of it allow fluidity according 
to place and time-bound circumstances, such as 
civil, commercial, and judicial procedures, as 
long as it is within the general permanent and 


legitimate framework. 


The perspective of morals is an 
independent pillar of faith, and, at the same time, 
it is the aim of Shari’ah rulings. Any worship 
that does not __ initiate good moral is 
unacceptable. Religions vary only in their laws, 


as Allah the Most High says, 


13 


Mlgieg de pb ghia ls js 
“We have assigned a law ane 


you.” (Qur’an, 5:48) 
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1 a path to each of 


The Creed 


The principles of the Islamic creed are 
what is contained in the conversation of the 
Angel Gabriel with Prophet Muhammad, peace 
be upon him. When Gabriel asked Muhammad 
(PBUH) about faith, he explained as follows: 


1-Belief in the existence of one God, Allah 
Allah is the Creator of the universe, its 
Controller, the Creator of its phenomena, and 
upon Whom its affairs depend. He is imbued 
with perfect attributes, from the Majestic to the 
Absolute, and He is Allah, whom Abraham, 
peace be on him, describes by saying, as stated in 


the Glorious Qur’an: 
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Catan ya ly cta'y genes > galls ones ea gl. gl" 
2 aabl gills Gat ted ills cuit 348 
“opal P# gtbs 

“It is He who created me. It is He who guides 

me; He gives me food and drink; He cures me 
when 1 am ill; He will make me die and then give 
me life again; and He will, I hope, forgive my 
faults, on the Day of Judgment. ” (Qur’an, 26:78- 


82) 
Belief in the existence of one God, Allah, 


is perceived by sound natural disposition. 
Common sense calls for it, as mentioned in the 
hadith where Prophet Muhammad, peace be 
upon him, said: 

"Every child is born with a true faith (i.e. 
to worship none but Allah alone) but his parents 
convert him to Judaism, to Christianity or to 


Magainism.”’ (Hadith by Al-Bukhari) 
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Allah the most High says, 


Y tile Gi Shi Al a obs ass gylll aya, palin 
Maaall 6230) GMS ai) GIS! ass 


So, (Prophet, as a man of pure faith], stand 
firm and true in your devotion to religion. This is 
Allah 


humankind. There is no change in Allah’s 


the natural disposition instilled in 
creation. This is the right religion, though most 
people do not realize it”. (Qur'an, 30:30) 

So if the human intellect contemplates the 
universe and the soul, it will arrive at belief in 
the existence of one God, Allah. 

Allah the most High says, 


Measlath il shall i cu all Cag aN 5" 
“On earth, there are signs for those with sure 


faith, and so are in yourselves too; do you not 


see?” (Qur’an, 51:20-21) 


For this reason, there are numerous verses 
that command the observer to contemplate on the 
ise, the heavens, and the earth, so that the 
fair-minded one could arrive at faith. He may 
be awestruck at the power of Allah, and thus 
thank Him for His bounties. Among the verses in 
confirmation of the oneness of Allah, sanctified 
be He, are the following: 
mah 19S Ab oS aly Sigh ly Sb ab Sata ait Saf cs hy 
“Say, ‘He is Allah the One, Allah the eternal. He 
begot no one nor was He begotten. No one is 
comparable to Him. ” (Qur'an, 112:1-4) 
Allah the Most High says, 
MGacaad ail) gil Lagad GIS 3" 
“If there had been in the heavens or earth any 
gods but Him, both heavens and earth would be 
in ruins.’ (Quran, 21:22) 
Allah the Most High says, 
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Lag a) BS Ca 1S) ah Bye dee SIS Lag aly Gye i S83) a" 
Ggiay Lae ail Slats Laas (gle agtens Waly GIS 
“Allah has never had a child. Nor is there any 


Allah beside Him—if there were, each Allah 
would have taken his creation aside and tried to 
overcome the others. May Allah be exalted above 
what they describe!” (Qur’an, 23:91) 

Faith in One Lord over the whole of the 
universe renders the servant nearer to Him than 
the servant’s jugular vein. 

Allah the Most High says, 

HES 1 1A 5565 Cael Cy fa Ce gate alle 135" 
MG ghthig Salad 1 | steal ool | pup ttalé 

“[Prophet], if My servants ask you about Me, I 

am near. I respond to those who call Me; So, let 

them respond to Me, and believe in Me so that 


they may be guided.” (Qur’an, 2:186) 


And good deeds are the mediation of the 
servant to the Lord. 
Allah the Most High says, 
agiliie Hid JS ttl fb ie hae ees Sly 8 
Maga Wy gib dil GS 5 Sis 


“except for those who repent, believe, and do 


good deeds, Allah will change the evil deeds of 


such people into good ones. He is most forgiving, 
most merciful.” (Qur’an, 25:70) 
Allah the Most High also says, 

oti gialf cash Gy 
“Good things drive bad things away.”’ (Qur’an, 


11:114) 


2- Belief in the angels 
Angels are created from light. They neither 
eat nor drink and never bring forth offspring. 


Allah the Most High says, 
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Mg ya'g la & gadis ah “yal Le atl § ghass Y" 
“They [the angels] never disobey Allah’s 
commands to them. They only do as they are 
ordered.” (Qur’an, 66:6) 
And their number is humanly innumerable. 
Allah the Most High says, 

MY Sy 3 ghd ths Lay" 

“No one knows your Lord’s forces except Him.” 
(Qur’an, 74:31) 

Among those mentioned in the Qur’an are 
Gabriel, Raphael, Michael, the Bearers of the 
Throne, the angels commissioned to recapture 
the soul, and those who record the deeds of the 
humankind. 


3 - Belief in the Divine Scriptures 


The following are the books which Allah 


sent to His prophets, the most important of which 
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are the Scriptures of Abraham, the Torah and the 
Bible of Moses, the Psalms of David, the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, and the Qur’an of Muhammad, 
peace upon them all. The original books sent 
down upon the prophets before Muhammad, 
peace be upon him, were not written down under 
the supervision of their respective prophets. 
Thus, the process of their transcription involved 
fabrication and alteration, as stated in the 
Glorious Qur’an: 


ail aie ye a Glo BS agal Cush 6 8S Gall ayer 
tas ail Sigg dutl CaS Us aid Ohya Sab ad wy 1,38 
"Ea guSs 


“So woe to those who write something down with 
their own hands and then claim, ‘This is from 
Allah,’ in order to make some small gain. Woe to 


them for what their hands have written! Woe to 
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them for all that they have earned! Woe to them 
Jor all that they have earned!” (Qur'an, 2:79) 

The books that now exist were written by 
human hands, and should therefore be admitted 
or denied only by reference to the Qur’an. The 
Qur’an alone is the Book which Allah has 
guarded against alterations and discrepancy. 
Allah the Most High says, 


MG slailal UG 5850 ai Gs Ge 
“We have really sent down the Qur'an, and We 
will indeed guard it.” (Qur’an, 15:9) 
Allah the Most High also says, 
salt att Os ¥ Gill OB 2G Wiui agile oli 13)" 
cee ol in SI AIS Us GH ALS glia pe ole 
ew Oe 5) Chen ol Call i} SH agi dl a 


hen our clear revelations are recited to them, 


those who do not expect to meet with Us say, 
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— 


‘Bring [us] a different Qur'an, or change it.’ You 
[Prophet] say, ‘It is not for me to change it of my 
own accord. | only follow what is revealed to me, 
for I fear the torment of an awesome Day, if 
/ were to disobey my Lord.” (Qur'an, 10:15) 

Yet it did not descend in one piece, as a 
whole, at one time, like the other books. Instead, 
it descended piecemeal within duration of twenty 
three years, and the Prophet, peace be upon him, 

instructed some of the followers, who were the | 
chroniclers of revelation, to take down all that 
descended upon him. 

From this transcribed collection of 
revelation, the Qur’an was arranged, after which 
‘Uthman Ibn ‘Affan commissioned a number of | 
copies to be made and distributed to capital cities | 
at the time. The Muslims were keen on studying | 
and taking the Qur’an in from generation to | 
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generation, memorizing it in its entirety until 
today, when it has reached us safely from any 


discrepancy or alterations, 


4 - Belief in the Prophets of Allah 


All the prophets are human beings chosen to 
receive revelation and deliver it to humankind. 
Allah the Most High says regarding the wisdom 
in sending them: 

“They were messengers ites 7 Boise 
g Z00d news and 
warning so that the humankind would have no 
excuse before Allah, after receiving the 
messengers. Allah is Almighty and All Wise.” 
(Qur’an, 4: 165) 

Allah the Most High also says, 

"5 dE Yaa 88 gyn 
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es 


“For every community a warner has been sent.” 
(Qur’an, 35:24) 
In another verse, He says, 


lye agin ile Vitel fa ala Al of TE) ad) 4a" 
Mahle (pened 
“We have sent messengers before you, some of 


whom We have mentioned to you and some We 
have not.” (Qur’an, 40:78) 

And those prophets whom Allah the Most 
High has spoken about in the Qur’an are twenty 
five: 

Adam, Enoch, Noah, Hid, Salih, 
Abraham, Lot, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, 
Shu‘aib, Moses, Aaron, David, Solomon, Job, 
Elijah, Jonah, Ezekiel, Elisha, Zechariah, John 
the Baptist, Jesus, and Muhammad, peace upon 
them all. Belief in all of them is obligatory, as 


stated in the Glorious Qur’an: 
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Duelaisl's asl! AAL dil Lag Li} Osi a5 ay Gal 1 gh ga 
Gs) lay (eure 5 i sl lay LLL, fapety| Gauls 

15 gala AU Gy Sea asl Gla (35 Y a9 ws Sol 
“So [you believers], say, ‘We believe in Allah 


and in what was sent down to us and what was 
sent down to Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, 
and the Tribes, and what was given to Moses, 
Jesus, and all the prophets by their Lord. We 
make no distinction between any of them, and we 
devote ourselves to Him.” (Qur'an, 2:136) 

That is because they are brethren in the 
call to the religion of Allah, even though every 
one of them belonged to a particular people, and 
a particular epoch, with the exception of Prophet 
Muhammad, peace be upon him, who said, 

"The prophets are brothers in faith, having 
different mothers. Their religion is, however, 


one." (Hadith by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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All of them were human. They were not 
different from the rest of humankind, except that 
they received revelation from Allah. They are 
infallible who never do anything which would 
contravene the obligations of conveying the 
message, as stated in the Glorious Qur’an: 

Magill gos Vy YY) GU Gyo i La" 
“{Prophet}, all the messengers We sent before 
you were simply men to whom We had given 
Revelation.” (Qur’an, 16:43) 
Allah the Most High also says, 
aly 4 Se) Udi Gl 8 8 Bs te Gl Us Oi 
“Say, ‘1 am only a human being, like you, to 
whom it has been revealed that your God is 
One.” (Qur'an, 18:1 10) 
In another verse, He also says, 


OY hd Wy GS Oh 85 Glas 


a 


“Say [Prophet], ‘Glory be to my Lord! Am I 
anything but a mortal, a messenger?” (Qur'an, 
17:93) 

None of them rose above the position of 
prophethood, with messages to call people to 
believe in Allah. Allah the Most High says, 
regarding Jesus Christ in particular: 

Aaly Qu5M al Ge GIR BB ghey Vi aa'ya GH Apaall we" 
3 aD Taree Tar 

Malahl (KG LS 4 
“The Messiah, son of Mary, was only a 
messenger; other messengers had come and gone 
before him. His mother was a virtuous woman; 
both of them ate food [like other mortals]’.” 
(Qur'an, 5:75) 

What is mentioned about some of the 
prophets in previous books of stories denies their 
infallibility, a case which contravenes their 
message. So, it is obligatory upon us to vindicate 


them of such denials. The Noble Qur’an took the 
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responsibility of refuting most of these false 
claims, in recognition of the prophets’ position 
and in corroboration with the truth, which is in 


line with the message of Islam. 


Allah the Most High has honored His 
messengers and His prophets, peace be upon 
them. Those were sent to people as informants 
and warners so that there may be no excuses for 
humankind after the messengers. He praised 
them and named a chapter in the Qur’an after 
them, called “The Prophets,” and chapters in the 
name of some of them, such as the chapters 
named Jonah, Hid, Joseph, Abraham, 
Muhammad, and Noah. The Almighty Allah said 
in favor of Adam, Noah, Abraham, and the father 


of Mary (‘Imran): 
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ce Ghyae Ay aalil Aly gis il (thecal al iy" 
MSadlail 
“Allah has chosen Adam, Noah, Abraham's 
Family, and the Family of ‘Imran, over all other 
people.” (Qur’an, 3:33) 
He said in favor of Abraham; 
W805 GS hall Ge Ob fly Vass ad Aa GIS paaloa! Gy" 
Sis GEM Ga SET pila Ll uc pl} sls ata! anil 
MGpeliall (dial! Oly 
“Abraham was truly an example: devoutly 
obedient to Allah and true in faith. He was not 
an idolater; he was thankful for the blessings of 
Allah who chose him and guided him to a 
straight path. We gave him blessings in this 
world, and he is among the righteous in the 
Hereafter.” (Qur’an, 16:120-122) 


He said in favor of Moses: 
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Sb AIK Vey lll glo halal 5 (ge 94 GD" 
MEp SUB Ge OS 5 Ati La 
“He said, ‘Moses, I have raised you above other 
people by [giving you] My messages and 
speaking to you: hold on to what I have given 
you; be one of those who give thanks.’”’ (Qur’an, 
7:144) 

He said in favor of Jesus the son of Mary, 

peace be upon them both: 
Mesilla’ 385115 WAN gh Ga" 


“He will be held in honor in this world and the 
next, and will be one of those brought near to 


Allah.” (Qur'an, 3:45) 
He said in favor of Prophet Muhammad, 


peace be upon him: hee ee cde 
sill col) Wie 3'g Vahh'y Vee Val GLA) Gi Ceaill Val Gn 
Mpg sh an A 


“Prophet, We have sent you as a wilness, as a 
bearer of good news and warning, as one who 
calls people to Allah by His leave, as a light- 
giving lamp.”’ (Qur’an, , 33:45-46) 

Allah the Most High also says to him: 

“Truly you [Prophet Muhammad] have sublime 


morals” (Qur'an, 68:4) 


Allah the Most High also praises Job, 
David, Solomon, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, Enoch, 
Elisha, Ezekiel, Salih, Lot, and many others, 
peace be upon them all. 


5- Belief in the Resurrection 
That is, believing in the day of 
resurrection after death, and of the account and 
reward, either to Heaven or to Hell. What will 
happen on that day is unknown, except what is 
transmitted through the Qur’an or hadith. Such 
affairs are of the unseen, in which Allah has 
commanded us to believe, as found in many 
verses of the Qur’an and in the hadith. 
Allah the Most High says, 
wily Sole GA Gulall 6 4d Coy Y Cait ain 
Oil Lay hah Guill Gls ARLE y Lang BLAM uly 
Msg bh BTL y AILS 0D jil Lay al 


“This is the Book in which there is no doubt, 


containing guidance for those who are mindful of 


Allah, who believe in the unseen, keep up the 


prayer, and spend out of what We have provided 
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for them; those who believe in the revelation sent 
down to you [Muhammad], and in what was sent 
before you; those who have jirm faith in the 
Hereafter.” (Qur'an, 2:2-4) 
Allah the Most High also says, 
"adle Gigal Ay Shand lath Lay oil hyn 
“He is the One who originates creation and will 
re-originate it-this is even easier for Him.” 
(Qur’an, 30:27) 
In another verse, He says, 
Ose Shah 855 i OI ess of ol 1538 Gaal ge 
"Saad all le aids athe Ly 
“The disbelievers claimed they would not be 
raised [from their death]. Say [Prophet], ‘Yes 
indeed you will! I swear by my Lord! You will be 
raised and then will be informed about 


everything you have done: that is an easy matter 


Jor Allah.” (Qur'an, 64:7) 
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And again He says, 

1 gill 8 ce ans i Bg teed Sy Y Aas Me 35" 
“Surely, the Hour will come; there is no doubt 
about that. Allah will raise the dead from their 
graves,” (Qur’an, 22:7) 

It is never known when the world shall 
come to an end, when the creation will be 
returned to Allah. 

Allah the Most High says, 
Yo Se ele dy BH BLL 5s GUT ea ye ai gg 
Sb Y pally oral A GUE 5k] Gt oles 
igh di se de WIE Ge Gis alls ay 
MG gala Y alll) 3A8i 
“They ask you [Prophet] about the Hour, ‘When 
will its appointed time be?’ Say, ‘My Lord alone 
has knowledge of it: He alone will reveal it when 


its time comes, heavy was its burden through the 
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heavens and earth. Only all of a sudden will it 
come upon you.’ They ask you about it as if you 
were eager [to find out]. Say, ‘Allah alone has 
knowledge of when it will come, though most 


people do not know it.” (Qur’an, 7:187) 


6. Belief in Fate and Destiny 

That is, to say that Allah knows all that 
happens in the universe before it happens, and 
whatever happens is not out of His will, 
Sanctified be He. 
Allah the Most High says, 

"jy SLL oo OS Uy" 

“We have indeed created all things in due 
measure.” (Qur'an, 54:49) 

Man cannot know what he is destined to 
do before it occurs. Allah has commanded him to 
do certain things that he must carry out on the 
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basis of his own freedom and choice. Freedom is 
bound to obligation, and action is bound to 
compensation, as Allah the Most High says, 

pills hy Lay Upiled al Ga audi to Uae G4" 


“Whoever does good, he does it for himself and 
whoever does evil, he does it against himself: 
your Lord is never unjust to His servants.” 
(Qur'an, 41:46) 


Belief in fate and destiny prevents 
impatience and grief when man is afflicted with 
what Allah has decreed, in which case he has no 
choice, such as calamities. This does not mean 
surrender and despair, but it rather means that 
man should be keen on doing deeds based on the 
guidance of religion, and those deeds should be 
done in courage, confidence, and hope. 


Allah the Most High says, 
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Lina Vp WSN 5 US ai La ah as I 1S Gust J cn 
"ee Oe 

Those who take partmers [with Allah] will say 
If Allah had so willed, we would not have 


ascribed partners to Him— nor would our 


Jathers— or have declared ee ee 
ed anything forbid yas 
(Qur'an, 6:148) 2 forbidden. 


He also says, 
A&C! ale Ge hy agi a patie Le Sead Si cls gf hag" 
Motes YI 
They say, ‘If the Most Gracious had so willed, 
id would not have worshipped them (false 
deities);" but they have no knowledge; they do 
nothing but conjecture.” (Qur'an, 43:20) : 
This should be an incentive for people to 
work along the lines of religion in courage 
confidence, and hope. 


Allah the Most High says, 


CHK La Yl Cied ol" 

"Esha 
‘Only what Allah has decreed will happen 
is our Master. So, let the believers put 


Sali i 25 Wy A 


“Say, 
to us. He 
their trust in Allah.” (Qur'an, 9:51) 


He also says, 
shila gh pak 2S) | pees 8 jal Ef Call Al - cat" 

mh sy Gl Was | gly Cha} 
“Those to whom men said, ‘A great arity is 
gathering against you, SO fear aint ’ But it only 
strengthened their faith. They sald, For us Allah 
suffices. He is the Best Guardian. 
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Shari’ah (Islamic Legislation) 

These are the general rules of conduct, 
which are to be enacted by the mortal man in 
word and deed. They regulate man’s relation 
with his Lord, as well as his relations within the 
society in which he lives among his family, 
neighbors, and brethren. They describe the 
economic, cultural, political, and social levels 
among the individuals of the same community, 
yet also among larger communities. Shari'ah is 
sometimes referred to as Islam, as opposed to 
faith, which refers to belief, as mentioned in the 
hadith of the Archangel Gabriel with the Prophet, 
Peace be upon him, when Gabriel asked him 
about Islam. As recorded in another hadith, the 


Prophet, Peace be upon him, said in a hadith 
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narrated by Ibn ‘Umar, “/s/am is based on five 


pillars: 

1) To testify that there is no deity (worthy to be 
worshipped) but Allah and that Muhammad is 
Allah's Messenger 

2) To offer the prayers 

3) To pay Zakah (i.e. due alms) 

4) To perform Hajj (we. Pilgrimage to Mecca) 

5) To observe fasting during the month of 


Ramadan”. (Hadith by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 


According to the Prophet's companion 
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar, this hadith pinpoints some 
aspects of Shari ’ah, namely those of worship. 


Essentially, those mentioned here encompass the 
basis of obligations in all domains. 


1. The Two Testimonies 


By both of them is meant confirmation by 


utterance of tongue, that there is no god besides 
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Allah, 
Messenger of Allah. With this, the testifier wil] 


and that Muhammad (pbuh) is the 


be treated as a Muslim. If this confirmation is in 
accord with what is in his heart, then it will be 
accepted by Allah, and by the people. Otherwise 
if he pronounces with his tongue but does ‘es 
believe in his heart, then he is a hypocrite, and if 
people accept him on face value, it is because 
they do not know the secrets of his heart. Surely 
Allah, Sanctified be He, shall refuse him. 

Allah the Most High says, 

Caley ob Lay A edly il al By ya ali Gay" 


ry GOeB| Gi esa 4 oe hie os oe 
3 feel YY seks Lay Mylal Guill ail Goals 


Some people say, ‘We believe in Allah and the 
Last Day,’ when really they do not. They seek to 
deceive Allah and the believers but they only 
ca eive themselves, though they do not realize 

” (Qur an, 2:8-9) 
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He also says, 

Wye fal Sg oy JE Ge Sate VAM 8 (llaall G" 
“The hypocrites will he in the lowest depths of 
Hell, and you will find no one to help them. 
(Qur’an, 4:145) 


2. Prayer 
This is the head of all types of worship and 
the cornerstone of religion. 
Allah the Most High says, . 
5 hive GES Glad gle SANS Sal Gi" 
“Indeed, prayer is obligatory for the believers at 
prescribed times.” (Qur’an, 4:103) 
It strengthens man's link with Allah and 
nourishes the tree of faith in order for it to bear 
fruit in every moment by the grace of the Lord. 


Allah the Most High says; . 
ng Rada al" 
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“Keep up the prayer so that you may remember 
Me.” (Qur'an, 20:14) 

If prayer is performed with truth and 
sincerity, it makes man feel his dignity, being 
humble only before Allah alone, and it rectifies 
his personal as well as his social conduct. 

Allah the Most High says, 

"Baal clang oe (g's SoLLall 3 Shall ail 
“Keep up the prayer as it restrains outrageous 
and unacceptable behavior.” (Qur’an, 29:45) 

Prayer is performed five times during the 
day and night, every day. Every prayer is 
performed at its own fixed time: two sets 
(rak'ahs) in the morning, four at noon, four in the 
late afternoon, three at sunset, and four in the late 
evening. The Friday prayer consists of two 
rak'ahs, replacing the four of the noon prayer. 


Prayers other than these are voluntary. 
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3. Alms Giving (Zakah) 

This means a person should deduct a 
limited amount from his property, which reaches 
a specific minimum rate, up to the equivalent to 
of 2.5% of the ratable property, and only that 
which is surplus of the person’s needs. It is 


distributed to the needy or to common charity. 


o 


Allah the Most High says, ps) 


ASM A hig BDL | geal” 
“Keep up the prayer, and pay the prescribed 
alms.” (Qur’an, 2:43) 


And He also says, 

Magpaally Stal Gs sglgal 55" 

“In their wealth, there is right to the beggar and 
the deprived.” (Quran, 51:19) 

Zakah is one of the modes of social 


solidarity. It is cooperation for the common good 
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of the society, on top of the fact that it purifies 
man from the vice of stinginess and worship of 
material things or property. 
Allah the Most High says, 
"Nee epeS 55 fh Sha MB Spt gal pe Adv 
“Tn order to cleanse and purify them [Prophet], 
take alms out of their property.” (Qur'an, 9:03 ) 
Properties on which the alms is payable, 
along with the prescribed proportion and quotas 
at which they are levied, are all detailed in the 
Qur’an, hadith, and books of Shari'ah. In 
addition, there is a kind of alms called ‘Zakat ul- 
Fifr' which is taken out for the needy before the 
beginning of ‘Bid ul-Fitr (a three-day feast 
following the last day of Ramadan. 


4, Fasting 


This is abstinence from food, drink, and 


the i 
sexual desire, from dawn to sunset every day 
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during the month of Ramadan, as stated in the 


Glorious Qur’an: 

cn alll gle Gah US Ale Sle ok 1a Gall Wel" 
eas faa atl 6 sl 8 

“you who believe, fasting is prescribed for you, 

as if was prescribed for those before you, So that 

you may be mindful of Allah. So, do fast fora 


specific number of days.” (Qur'an, 2:183-184) 


Allah the Most High also says, 
ga cay pal Gs Bia ad Oph gall aa 5" 
ated jet (Sin 3p 0-8 GELally al 
“It was in the month of Ramadan that the 


Qur'an was revealed as guidance for 


humankind, clear messages giving guidance and 
een right and wrong. So, any 


distinguishing betw 
that month should fast 


one of you who attends 


it.” (Qur'an, 2:185) 


And since, while fasting, abstinence from 


— 


what Allah has normally made lawful 
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obligatory, then abstinence from the unlawful 
comes first and foremost. Yet, those who are 
those with 


traveling, and 


specifically-stated 
excuses are exempted from fasting. In case of 
inability to make up for the missed days, one 
shall have to pay ransom. 

Fasting protects one against bodily and 
psychological diseases. A person fasting shall be 
trained on watching Allah and with sincerity and 
loyalty to Him. It is a practice of patience and 
endurance. It implants in one mercy and virtue, 
and it strengthens the bonds of society in general. 
5. Pilgrimage 
This is a visit to the sacred House of Allah 
in Mecca to perform the pilgrimage rites. It is 
obligatory only once in one’s lifetime, and only 
for those who can afford it. 


Allah the Most High says, 
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Shas ail) FURL ya cate Ge ati fe ayn 


“Pile: ‘mage to the House is a duty owed to Allah 
} ple who are able to undertake it.” (Qur’an, 
3:97) 


Allah has made both the visiting of His house 
(Ka’bah) and guarding its visitors obligatory, in 
answer to the invocation of Abraham, peace be 
upon him, as is stated in the Glorious Qur’an: 
iy Se £55 gh DE aly GB Or GSI |) 5" 
sgl ose alll Saul Janlé SULall | adil W5 aS aall 

Moy iss pebel ail Ga 85515 


“Our Lord, I have settled some of my offspring 
in an uncultivated valley, close to Your Sacred 
House in Order, O our Lord, that they may 


establish regular prayer. So, fill the hearts of 


some people with love towards them, and feed 
them with fruits so that they may give thanks. 


Moreover, by performing pilgrimage, 
Muslims are bound to the first house founded for 
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humankind, and from which the call to Islam 
sprang. By this, their faith is strengthened, and 
the cord of unity among them is reinforced and 
consolidated through the congregation of the 
pilgrimage in which differences diminish or 
disappear entirely. The declarations pronounced 
verbally throughout the pilgrimage are “Oh Lord, 
here I am at your service” and “Allah is Greater”. 
As Allah the Most High says, 
Oe Gt pole OK Ge VE 2 6G Ball Qa Ya oil” 
Ag 4 oi is al ae Lal ee 
Nyerbaly Lele lke LIN digs coe Ab} y Le (ole ce gles 
gill Gaul 
“Proclaim Pilgrimage to all people. They will 
come to you on foot and on every kind of lean 
camel, emerging from every deep mountain pass 


to attain benefits and mention Allah's name, on 
Specified days, in gratitude for the livestock He 
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has provided for them. So, feed yourselves and 
the desperately poor from them.” (Qur'an, 22:27-28) 

Pilgrimage is performed during specific 
months, which are Shawwal, Dhul-Qi‘dah, and 
up to the 10° day of Dhu-Hijjah. The most 
important pillar in this ritual is the presence at 
Mount Arafat on the 9" of Dhul-Hijja. Other 
than the major pilgrimage, there is also ‘Umrah, 
the minor pilgrimage, which can be performed at 
any time of the year. The details of this topic are 
to be found in the Qur’an, hadith, and books of 
Shari'ah. 
Allah the Most High says, 

gates Y) Ladd sil Gl; ye 

“Allah does not burden anyone with more than 


he can bear.” (Qur'an, 2:286) 


After which He says, 
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Maal Sy oh V5 shall 2S aid bn 


“Allah wants ease for you, not hardship.” (Qur'an, 
2:185) 


He also says, 
"ES Gs Gull of Silo Jas Lag" 
“He imposed no difficulties on you in religion.” 
In another verse, He says, 
"lpia Gay! GIR Bie GES of ait 4 yn 


“Allah wishes to lighten your burden; man was 
created weak.” (Qur’an, 4:28) 


Islam has lightened man’s burdens. 
Allah the Most High says, 


IM gaat SRDS La al 1 gkitan 


Be mindful of Allah as much as you can.” 
(Qur'an, 64:16) 


He hates extremism, which often leads to 


Incapacity and inefficiency. 
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Allah the Most High says, 
igh ashy i 5" 


“Do not contribute to your destruction with your 
own hands.” (Qur'an, 2:195) 


He also says, 
ag $s GSA 5p iY” 


“Do not kill yourselves, for Allah is Merciful to 
you ”” (Qur'an, 4:29) 


It is narrated in authentic hadiths, "Do 
(good) deeds which are within your capacity 
(without overtaxing yourself), as Allah does not 
get tired (of giving rewards), but (surely) you 
will get tired.” (Hadith by Al-Bukhari) 

"Religion is easy, and — whoever 
overburdens himself in his religion will not be 
able to continue in that way. So, do not be 
extremists, but try to be near to perfection and 
receive the good tidings that you will be 
rewarded; and gain strength by worshipping in 
the mornings and the nights." (Hadith by Al-Bukhari) 
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These are the most important acts of 
worship, which require the correct intention and 
sincerity. They are codes of personal and social 
conduct. Prayer strengthens the connection with 
Allah, although it will not be accepted by Allah 
unless its effect is apparent in one’s social 
conduct. Fasting repairs personal conduct by 
strengthening one’s will and purifying one’s ego; 
yet it will not be accepted by Allah unless its 
effect is seen palpable in society. Alms-giving 
strengthens social situations on a simple humane 
level. Pilgrimage serves to strengthen the broader 
social spectrum at the level of the global Muslim 
community, though each of these latter two also 
has effects upon personal conduct. 

Therefore, the acts of worship are the 
epitome of piety in its broadest sense, which is 


Sometimes applied to obedience, and at other 
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times to uprightness, and upon which human 


happiness is based in this world and in the next. 


6-Interactions 

Interaction here encompasses economic 
transactions as well as all kinds of other 
interactions. Allah has laid down general rules, 
leaving the detailed procedures to be determined 
in their particular time and place. Among these 
rules are prohibitions of usury, monopoly, 
cheating, injustice, bearing false witness, lying, 
and taking the property of orphans. In the case of 
a dispute, forgiveness is recommended and Islam 
enjoins that litigation be conducted justly and 
fairly. Human and religious values, in general, 


must be considered when dealing with others. 
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7 The Family 

The family has a significant position in 
Islam. It is based on the bond of free and 
equitable marriage with full consent, and on 
living with each other on a footing of kindness 
and equity through taking on the responsibilities 
due towards each other. 
Allah the Most High says, 
UE 1a SS ol (pias Ga pila S$ Gb Cay’pabls Ga y/pSe 5" 

M528 153 448 il ad 

“Live with them (your wives) in accordance with 
what is fair and kind: if you dislike them, it may 
well be that you dislike something in which Allah 
has put much good.” (Qur’an, 4:19) 

Allah gave man the leadership in the 
family, as in the case with every group that 
cooperates in affairs of mutual interest. 


Allah the Most High says, 


57 


hg ga Gglle De Silly as edly Sgile gil She Sel" 


“{Divorced] women have rights similar to their 
obligations, according to what is fair, and [their 


former] husbands have a degree [of right] over 


them.” (Qur'an. 2:228) 
What qualified the male partner for this 


leadership is what Allah has granted him of 
innate potentials and of what He has charged him 
with spending on the wile and all other members 
of the family. 
Allah the Most High says, 
yaks (gle Agceats Hil tied Lay olidll gle G yal’ DI!" 
Maghl gal Gye | sitil Lay 
“Husbands should take good care of their wives, 
with the bounties Allah has given to some more 
than others and with what they spend out of their 
own money.” (Qur'an, 4:34) 
The principle is marrying a single spouse. 


The permissibility of a man marrying up to four 
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wives is allowed only on the conditions that he is 
able to spend equally on each family, treat the 


wives justly, and prohibit cohabitation. 


When a dispute arises between a husband 
and his wife, Islam calls for compromise and 
leniency. In the case when a compromise proves 
impossible and separation is unavoidable, then 
divorce becomes permissible, even though Allah 
abhors it. If real need does not arise for that, 
Allah has told us to pronounce the intention to 
divorce several times within prescribed periods. 
This allows the husband and wife to think about 
what they are doing and gives them the 
opportunity to repair their matrimonial life. It is 
the best treatment, to which modern laws have 


Tecently resorted, just as this happened in 


previous divine religions. 
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Islam has enjoined good care of the 
offspring, physically, intellectually, spiritually, 
and morally, just as it has enjoined the offspring 
to honor their parents. Islam calls for continual 
contact between blood relations for the 
strengthening of family ties. It made inheritance 
within the family circle a legal right, both for 
young and old, according to the proportions that 


the Glorious Qur’an and Sunnah have laid down. 


8 The political system 

Islam has founded a political system upon 
the basis of shira (consultation), justice, and 
cooperation in righteousness. Thus, the ruler is 
responsible for his subjects; he must provide for 
their good, defend and protect them against evil 


and harm. The ruler must judge among them 


with justice. As for the ruled, they are requested 
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to obey the ruler in whatever would not be 
disobedience to Allah. They should be loyal and 
cooperative in giving useful advice and 
guidance. 
Allah the Most High says, 
Si oS 1 tal U1) out 18 ol Spa at 3" 
6S dS) ay abbans Vand ail Sad | 2835 of uli 
glil NV ghadal’y ail 1 gtabal | pial Gol) Gl Myned epee 
SoM At aySbd eign AS Ly 
Sas Godly GA AIS pa Sally aly Sse 28 
“Allah commands you [people] to return things 
entrusted to you to their rightful owners, and, if 
you judge between people, to do so with justice. 
Allah's instructions to you are good, for He 
hears and sees everything. You, who believe, 
obey Allah and the Messenger and those in 
authority among you. If you are in dispute over 


any matter, refer it to Allah and the Messenger, 


bl 


if you truly believe in Allah and the Last Day. 
That is better and fairer in the end.” (Qur'an, 4:58- 
59) 
He also says, 
MP Bost 

“Consult with them about matters.” (Qur'an, 3:159) 
In another verse, Allah says, 

aga 6s) 9th aly" 
“Their affairs are conducted by mutual 
consultation.” (Qur'an, 42:38) 

On this basis, Islam guarantees to each 
Muslim the freedom of opinion for the common 
good of all, so long as it does not cause unrest or 
provoke disunity. This is all founded on the 
obligation of encouraging the good and 
forbidding the repugnant. 

To guarantee security and the best 


cooperation between the ruler and the ruled, as 
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well as amongst individuals one to the other, 
Islam has laid a system for the protection of 
rights. This is also meant to guard against 
prohibitions. Such rights include the protection 
of life, lineage, honor, wealth, intellect, and 
religion. It has, therefore, ordained deterrent 
punishments, which in some cases can amount to 
the death penalty, such as the case of 
predetermined murderer. There are also penalties 
imposed for the good of society. 
Allah the Most High says, 

BGS yaliaall 4 3815" 
“Fair retribution saves life for you.” (Qur'an, 
2:179) 


Islam laid down strict conditions and 
restrictions for proving such crimes, as well as 
for meting out of the punishment prescribed for 


them. This can be summarized in the hadith, 
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“Try to prevent execution of legal punishments 
by searching for extenuating circumstances." 


(Hadith by Al-Baihaqiy, Al-Darqutniy, and Al-Termidhiy) 


9 International Relationships 

Islam has instituted these laws on the basis 
of peace as stated in the Glorious Qur’an. Allah 
the Most High says in connection with the rights 
of polytheists, 

Mag) | asgilsla 24) 1 yale Laat 

“So long as they remain true to you, be true to 
them.” (Qur'an, 9:7) 


Then Allah Almighty says, 


Mal le OS 535 Ul pin ol dis oh" 
“But if they incline towards peace, you 
[Prophet] must also incline towards it, and put 


your trust in Allah.” (Qur'an, 8:61) 
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And again He says, 

ighd 1A V5 AS AMO RE SE Sua ily" 
Mldassl 

“You who believe, enter wholeheartedly into 


submission to Allah and do not follow in Satan’s 


footsteps.” (Qur'an, 2:208) 


War is never ordained except out of 
necessity. That is, to ward off aggression, to 
protect sacred institutions, and to safeguard the 
call for true religion to reach the whole world. 
Regarding the legitimacy of war, generally, 
Allah the Most High says, 

Moat N cael guatts aces Cull al Qbo 515" 

“If Allah did not drive some people back by 

means of others, the earth would be completely 
corrupt.” (Qur'an, 2:251) 

Allah has enjoined Muslims that whenever 


they wage war, they should observe the limits of 


65 


necessity, concentrating on the principles of 
justice, mercy, and equity, and not to kill those 
who are not engaged in the act of war. He forbids 
destruction that does not immediately help one 
defeat the opposing force or win the battle. As 
stated in the Glorious Qur’an: 
Cash ail Sy ys Vy SS ota Gail) a) Jace ga 1 gtd” 
"pail 
“Fight in Allah's cause against those who fight 
you, but do not transgress limits: Allah does not 
love those who transgress limits.” (Qur'an, 2:190) 
The injunctions of the Prophet [pbuh] and 
of his companions on this matter are many. War 
in Islam is never launched to enforce people to 
embrace Islam against their will. Creeds are 
never inculcated by force. As Allah the Most 
High says on the tongue of Noah, 


ga JS tel Gils Ua 98a shin 
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"Could we force you to accept it against your 
will?” (Qur'an, 11:28) 

Then, Allah says to Prophet Muhammad, 
peace be upon him, as stated in the Glorious 
Qur’an: 

MAS 2 Cay Gye lb LB ya 5 Oe Gall ig" 
“Say, ‘Now the truth has come from your Lord. 
So, let those who wish to believe in it do so, and 
let those who wish to reject it do so.’” (Qur'an, 


18:29) 
He also says, 
"Al Ge S350 SiS i gyltl gh 38) Y" 
“There is no compulsion in religion. True 
guidance has become distinct from error.” 
(Qur’an, 2:256) 
So, the Prophet's military campaigns and 
those in the era of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs 


were based on this merciful principle. Therefore, 
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the rapid pace at which Islam spread never had 
the sword as its cause. Rather it was due to what 
Islam conveyed and taught of noble principles to 
which the hearts of people yearned. It was also 
due to the admiration people had for the 
character of those Muslims who interacted with 
them during their travels and adventures, as well 
as in trade. 

In this way, many communities embraced 
Islam voluntarily at a time when the Muslim 
disseminating the call for Islam stopped, as a 
result of the weakness of Muslim political 
authority. 

Indeed, there had been a time when every 
Muslim was considered a "caller to Islam" with 
wisdom and gentle advice, as the Qur’an has 


enjoined. 
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Morals In Islam 

The call for Islam is not limited to creed, 
the hidden matters of the heart, Shari'ah, acts of 
worship, or human interactions such as 
transactions, marriages, or the Islamic penal law. 
Rather, it also includes the aesthetic aspect of 
sayings and deeds. Moreover, the creed 
encourages moral discipline and Shari'ah aims to 
achieve moral sublimity in the one practicing it. 
Allah the Most High says, 

3 Saally cladall ye gi sa Sy" 

“Indeed, prayer restrains from shameful and 
evil deeds.” 
He also says, 
Ge Gyll fe a8 US sibel s8le CaS | gal Gall Gal" 


69 


"You who have believed, decreed upon you is 
fasting as it was decreed upon those before you 
that you may become righteous." (Qur'an, 2:183) 

In another verse, He says, 

"pg: Sn Vas egy ah Salad Ale ah gal Ge aA" 
"Take [Prophet Muhammad], from their wealth a 
charity amount by which you purify them and 
cause them to increase, and invoke [Allah's 
blessings] upon them." (Qur’an, 9:103) 

Again, He says, 

Bb Vy S85 3a Ball ped Oak Gad Ga ghee Sel alin 
nga BO 

"So, whoever has intended to start pilgrimage 

therein, there is to be for him no sexual relations, 

no disobedience and no disputing during 

pilgrimage." (Qur'an, 2:197) 


In addition, morals in Islam enjoy a 


special focus in sacred Islamic texts where what 
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is good is approved and called for, and what is 
evil is dispraised and forbidden. 

Among what is praised by Islam are all the 
positive morals called for by the previous 
heavenly legislative systems as well as positive 
morals common among the Arabs and others. 
Any immoral conduct reported to be forbidden in 
the previous heavenly religions or disapproved 
by their people is likewise disapproved by Islam. 
Thus, the Prophet, peace be upon him, is 
reported to have said, 

"Indeed I have been sent to perfect good 
manners." (Hadith by Al-Bukhari) 

The command of good manners and higher 
values is not restricted to relationships amongst 
the Muslims only, but it includes the 
relationships between Muslims and non-Muslims 


as well. Consequently, all the commands in the 
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Qur’an and the Sunnah are general, such as the 
following hadiths of the Prophet, peace be upon 
him: 

"He who does not show mercy to others, will not 
be shown mercy,” (Hadith by Al-Bukhari) 

"Be merciful to those on the earth and the One in 
the heavens will have mercy upon you,” (Hadith by 
Al-Termidhi and Abu Dawoud) 


"All creatures are the dependents of Allah for 
sustenance, so the dearest to Him are the most 
heneficial for the dependents of Allah;” (Hadith by 
Al-Bazzar, and Al-Baihaqi) 
"The worst people in Allah’s sight are those 
whom the people leave (undisturbed) to shun 
away from their evil deeds.” (Hadith by Al-Bukhari) 
Actually, the commands of rendering trust, 


making just judgments among people, and 
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speaking well to others come in a general 
context: 
ch Letts Cota 53 oltaly Lud gly Baby Jab ain 3" 
"aggeally Sadlly Leal 
"Allah commands justice, doing goodness, and 
generosity towards relatives and He forbids what 
is shameful, blameworthy, and oppressive." 
(Qur'an, 16:90) 
He also, says, 
MASS A gil SD Lall | gail WS till iggy" 
"And speak good words to people and establish 
prayer and pay the prescribed alms".(Qur’an, 2:83) 
Consequently, good manners take 
precedence over acts of worship and stem 
therefrom. Furthermore, the commands of telling 
the truth, fulfilling covenants, rendering trust, 
keeping promises, courage, chivalry, generosity, 


charity, gracious forgiveness, defending the 
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oppressed, helping those in desperate need, 
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, helping 
the disabled, guiding the blind — all of these are 
good manners Islam recommends Muslims to 
abide by in their daily life. Can anyone denounce 
such things? 

At the same time, Islam prohibits telling 
lies, abuse of trust, cheating, deceiving, leading 
others astray, violating prohibitions, adopting 
extravagance, and libertinism. Further, it forbids 
immorality, bad conduct, oppression, and 
hypocrisy. It criminalizes horrifying safe people, 
assaulting the weak, and looting the properties of 
others, secretly or openly, and prescribes certain 
deterrent legal punishments for whoever dares to 
commit such crimes. 


In fact, good manners in Islam are the 


aesthetic aspect of the Islamic code of conduct, 
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and it is regarded as the best feature of this 
religion. Thus, Islam recommends Muslims to 
abide by high morals and it forbids casual and 
cheap talks and deeds. In this way, the principles 
of the call for Islam (creed, Shari'ah and morals) 


are perfectly and harmoniously integrated. 
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General Principles 

1- Islam is a Religion and a Way of Life 

Islam harmonizes both the body and the 
soul by meeting their needs through its wide 
scope of practical laws. This is because the 
strength of its structural vitality and 
appropriateness is for all times and places. Thus 
it is not merely a spiritual religion that segregates 
man from this life and its material needs, 
imposing on him the life of monks with perennial 
worship, refraining from wedlock, and other 
human desires. Yet, it is not a sheer materialistic 
religion, neglecting spirituality, nor does it 
ignore the human values. Indeed, it is a religion 
of temperance and moderation. 


As Allah the Most High says, 
MEAN Gye Blase Gail V5 BGS SIM Ai GIET Lg gt" 
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“Seek the life to come by means of what Allah 

has granted you, but do not neglect your rightful 

share in this world.” (Qur'an, 28:77) 

He also says, 

Yo WBN 1S, apie OS te St Ak pal Qo" 

Goal ott ait a5 p58 Ge Ob Gd tall Ga ¥ A) 1d 
M55 Go G5 ool 

“Children of Adam, dress well whenever you are 

at worship, and eat and drink but do not be 

extravagant. Allah does not like extravagant 

people. Say [Prophet], ‘Who has forbidden the 

adornment and the nourishment Allah has 

provided for His servants?’” (Qur’an, 7:31-32) 

After which He says, 

1 ya V5 Sl ail Oa te th 1 p05 ¥ Lied Gaal ual oe 

Megatech Gag Y ait 3) 


“You who believe, do not forbid the good things 


Allah has made lawful to you and do not exceed 
‘f 


the limits. Allah does not love those who exceed 
the limits.” (Qur’an, 5:87) 

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said to 
one who sought to completely follow him in his 
worship to the point where it affected his other 
duties, "Your Lord has a right on you, your soul 
has a right on you, and your family has a right 
on you; so you should give the rights of all those 
who has a right on you." (Hadith by Al-Bukhari) 

In another situation, the Prophet, peace be 
upon him, said to those who asked about his 
extraordinary worship, as they belittled them, 
intending to fast perpetually, stay up all night 
praying, and avoid women, 
"tam more submissive to Allah and more aware 
of Him than you; yet I fast and break my fast; 1 


pray and sleep, and I also marry women. So he 
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who does not follow my way in religion is not of 


me.” (Hadith by Muslim, and Al-Nasa’i) 


2. Islam and Social Development 

Islam is not an intoxicant for people. It 
does not force them to renounce pleasure with 
worldly things, or force them to sit down and 
fold their arms away from struggle, work and 
enlightenment. Instead, it calls for knowledge, 
which is one of the two conditions for 
advancement. The second condition is a call for 
work, which is the implementation of what is 
discovered by knowledge. This is a proof that it 
is a religion of continual activity. It is a religion 
of power in everything: material, spiritual, 
military, sanitary, political and social. In addition 
to that, it has been reported in an authentic 


prophetic hadith that, “A strong believer is better 
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and is more lovable to Allah than a weak 
believer’. (Hadith by Muslim) 

Islam itself is a phase of the human society 
advancement. It came at the end of the preceding 
religions, which were suitable to the degree of 
intellectual growth and social development 
within the limited communities of which their 
messages of reform came. As civilization spread 
and means of communication and contact 
became easier, communities reached a new stage, 
moving towards a global human community, and 
thought reached a full maturity. The message of 
Islam came as a pinnacle of this general 
progress, with its comprehensive and mature 
laws that touch on all the human activities in line 
with the tradition of advancement, until it 


reached the extent which Allah has ordained. 
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3. Islam and Science 
In the history of divine messages, and 
legal systems in general, the encouragement to 
jearn was never to the extent to which it came in 
the religion of Islam. The recorded proofs of this 
fact are too many to be completely counted, and 
too unexceptional to be mentioned here. It is 
sufficient to mention here the Qur’anic verse: 
MG ghia Y Sails & gales Soill g sing Oe die 
"How can those who know be equal to those who 
do not know?" (Qur'an, 39:9) 
His words, Sanctified be He, are: 
eh lal cay pia Ll ga yn 
“Allah raises up, by many ranks, those of you 
who believe and those who have been given 
knowledge.” (Qur'an, 58:11) 
Allah Almighty values Knowledge high, 


and honored those who possess it. This is not 
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merely limited to spiritual religious knowledge, 
but rather includes all the branches of knowledge 

ui to the individual and the community in 
religion and life. 

Islam, therefore, calls for knowledge and 
wisdom regardless of its source. Indeed, Islam 
encourages knowledge and makes it the best act 
of obeying, both gaining it and spreading it, 
emphasizing its implementation and utilization in 
all fields. The only instance, in which Islam 
stands against knowledge, is in implementing it 
in the areas of evil and harm. Islam’s long 
history is well known for keenness of seeking 
knowledge and for honoring scholars, even when 
they are non-Muslims. 

Islam’s encouragement of learning 
emanates from the belief that it serves religion 


itself, and helps it to mold a community that has 
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taken the responsibility of leading people from 
darkness (ignorance) into light (knowledge and 
truth). So, true knowledge, in its vast fields, 
deepens faith in Allah through investigation and 
contemplation of the soul and the universe. At 
the same time, it benefits humankind by the 
powers of the universe, which Allah has 
dispensed for man, both for his own betterment 
and for that of the community. The scope of its 
fields and its manifestations are only too clear, as 
can be seen in the words of Allah The Most 
High: 
GEES cal yah dy URAL ste cladall Go 5a ai GI 35 alin 
Cale 5 eligi GLA Sak Ceey Sa Whgll S05 isl 
La} USS AGI Cates ag Gigitly Gull Gog Sgt 
Melaball oatic: dye ail 245 


“Have you [Prophet] not seen how Allah sends 


water down from the sky with which We produce 
&3 


fruits of varied colors? There are in the 
mountains layers of white and red colors of 

ous hues, as well as jet black. There are 
various colors among human beings, wild 
animals, and livestock too! It is those of His 
servants who have knowledge who stand in true 
awe of Allah.” (Qur’an, 35:27-28) 

Astronomers, physicists, chemists, 
botanists, geologists, physicians, psychiatrists, 
sociologists, zoologists, historians, philosophers, 
scholars of all sciences related to the study of 
man, natural historians, and all other scholars are 
those who have the ability to see into the secrets 
of the universe, on the one hand, and to believe 
in Allah who created him in this exquisite 
system, on the other hand. This is the case only if 


their research is fair and deep. Social 
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enlightenment is a result that such scholars have 


reached out of axioms and truths. 


4. Islam and Labor 

Labor is the spirit of life from Islam’s 
perspective. It is an implementation of gained 
knowledge and for what Allah has enjoined for 
the prosperity of the universe for the service of 
humankind. This includes all the intellectual and 
physical activities in the material and spiritual 
sense of the word. So, just as there is a reward 
for a good deed, there is also a reward for 
seeking the means of livelihood. Likewise, 
providing the human community with any useful 
activity is also a good deed rewarded by Allah. 

It is reported in the authentic hadiths that 


“He who aspires towards refraining from 


beggary and expends on weak parents or weak 
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off-spring is in jihad for the sake of Allah.” 
(Hadith by Al-Baihaqy and Ishaq Ibn Rahawaih) 

It is well-known that jihad for the sake of 
Allah is the highest pinnacle of Islam, as it is 
rightly said in this hadith. (Hadith by Ahmad, Tabarani, 


and Baihaqi) 

It is related in other hadiths that “The 

immaculately honest businessmen are with the 
prophets and the truthful ones on the Day of 
Resurrection ”’ (Hadith, al-Termidhi) 
“The farmer has his own reward for whatever is 
eaten by man, birds, or beast out of what he has 
planted.” (Hadith by Ahmad, Al-Bazzar, and Al-Tabarani) 
“The best food is what is made by one’s own 
hand.” (Hadith by Al-Bukhari) 

Again, “Just as Islam has forbidden 
negligence in worship, it has also forbidden 
negligence in work and being forced to resort to 


86 


begging, seeking gifts or alms.” (Hadith by Abu 
Dawoud, and Ibn Magah) 

“Islam, therefore, enjoins seeking refuge in Allah 
against laziness and inability.” (Hadith by Al- 
Bukhari and Muslim) 

It has also been reported in the authentic 
hadiths that “Removing harm out of the road is 
an act of charity, and helping a weak person to 
mount his beast is also an act of charity” (Hadith 
by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

“Settling a dispute among people and enjoining 
good and forbidding evil are also acts of 
charity”. (Hadith by Abu Dawud) 
“Good conduct of any nature is a charity”. 
(Hadith by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

This is a strong call for social activity in 

general. It is a fitting reply to agnostic free 


thinkers who think religion is the narcotic of 
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nations. In this way, Islam in particular is 


innocent of their claims. 


5. Islam and Human Dignity 
Allah, Glory be to Him, honored Adam 


with knowledge and commanded the angels to 


prostrate thernselves to him. In the same way, He 


honored the children of Adam whom He has 
entrusted with the prosperity of the universe. 
Allah the Most High says, 
Gh phliisyy Adil Sill 8 paliheas pil 6 Lis ly" 
Waucll UHL Ge 88 (le patilinds ott 
“We have honored the children of Adam and 
carried them by land and sea; We have provided 
good sustenance for them and favored them 
specially above many of those We have created.” 


(Qur’an, 17:70) 
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He Almighty also provided man with 
intellect. By this, man excels over all other 
creatures. He does so also with his free will, 
which he uses to carry out his activities in life. 
All of this is done in the light of what Allah has 
provided him of guidance to assist his intellect in 
order to control his passions and instincts, so that 
they both achieve vicegerency on the earth. 


There are signs for this honor. 
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Signs of Allah’s Honor to Man 


A- Respecting Freedom of Individual 

Islam forbids the enslavement of the free 
people and it instituted efforts towards the 
freeing of salves. As an_ institution, slavery 
represented a vast economic power at the advent 
of Islam. 

Islam introduced a system to put an end to 
slavery by narrowing down the doors of 
enslaving and widening the gates of liberation. 
Islam, meanwhile, enjoins kindness to slaves 
while waiting for their emancipation. 

B- Respecting Freedom of Possession and 
Disposal of Wealth 
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So long as this is within the bounds of 
Shari'a (Islamic law), it is enjoined for the 


common good of all. 


C- Respeeting Freedom of Opinion 
This is done to avoid forcing anyone to 
embrace Islam against his own free will and to 
give him the opportunity to voice out his opinion 
through whomsoever he chooses to represent 
him. In judicial issues and the processes 
involved, he should be encouraged to do that 
| while enjoining good, and eschewing the 
undesirable acts in a noble way which does not 


stir unrest nor escalate a problem. 


D- Respecting Human Intellect 
This is practiced with the aim of urging 


the human beings to put their intellect to use to 
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benefit from the universe, which has _ been 
dispensed to them in order to strengthen their 
faith, to make their life conditions comfortable, 
and to rebuke blind imitation which is devoid of 
thought. There are many references in the Qur’an 
to intellect. Likewise, providing evidence and 
substantiating claims are also mentioned 
numerous times: 
IM Giichinn SS wy) Bi 5) | sil C8" 
"Say, ‘Produce your evidence, if you are telling 
the truth.” (Qur’an, 2:111) 

What is not witnessed by the five senses or 
sound intellect is not acceptable, nor is any proof 
based on assumed premises which are not based 
on clear-cut proofs. 

Allah the Most High says, 
OS sigalg jonas asta GJ de a A Gd a Gas ¥y" 


WY ghia Ae SIS ta | 
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“Do not follow blindly what you do not know to 
be true; ears, eyes, and hearts will ail be 
questioned about.” (Qur’an, 17:36) 

He also says, 

Ge gd Y Skat Bf Ghat YY ABS uf le Ge ay pal La" 

“They have no knowledge to base this on. They 
merely follow guesswork and guesswork is of no 
value against the Truth.” (Qur'an, 53:28) 

Again, He says, 

Va URLS 1 gh gM ly Sh Oa Le al Vad gal a 145" 
Msg Vo UES G gilts Y gh jul IS Hl Geli aile Us. 
“When it is said to them, ‘Come to what Allah 

has sent down, and to the Messenger,’ they say, 

‘What we inherited from our forefathers is good 
enough for us,’ even though their forefathers 


knew nothing and were not guided.” (Qur'an, 5:104) 
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E. Equality among People: 

This is demonstrated in the form of rights 
and obligations, since all people are the children 
of Adam, and Adam was created from dust. 
Allah indicates to people that He weighs them 
not by their parentage, lineage, descent or rank in 
life, but by the image their hearts reflect, as 
stated in the Glorious Qur’an: 
ily ib sehen y (lily 85 oe SUES Uy Gut GAT" 

Wid ds Sie: Sha 8 5) 1 flat 

“People, We created you all from a single man 

and a single woman, and made you into races 

and tribes so that you should get to know one 

another. In Allah’s eyes, the most honored of you 
are the ones most mindful of Him.” (Qur'an, 49:13) 

In this connection, racial, linguistic, color, 


and other differences should not be taken as a 


basis for any discrimination. In this way, Islam 
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has prohibited the Muslim from harming, in any 
possible way, those who have not embraced 
Islam, as long as they are peaceful. On the 
contrary, Islam permits interaction with them, 
and enjoins faithfulness and sincerity towards 
them. 
Allah the Most High says, 
oi SBS ay cal fb Soba a Sal op fa 
I" Gypbausall Lan) ail 5 gl) | phaalty gb 5558 ol 2S ho 
“Allah does not forbid you to deal kindly and 
justly with anyone who has not fought you for 
your faith or driven you out of your homes. Allah 
loves the just.” 
It is recorded in the prophetic hadith: 
"Indeed, whomsoever oppresses anyone of the 
People of the Book or despises him, or burdens 


him beyond his scope or take anything from him 
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unwillingly, I will dispute against him on the Day 
of Resurrection." (Qur'an, 60:8) 
Allah the Most High says in connection with 
equity before the law: 
Cole hy at elses Liahly Gaal’ 158 Lydd Gaal Gal 
lags Cobh ib Nad Ie BS of Ge Hg Gatto sl Sua 
Lag GIS ail GUS 1 gta 93 ly 38 oly thas ol Co all | ads 3a 
ah 5 shat 
“You who believe, uphold justice and bear 
witness to Allah, even if it is against yourselves, 
your parents, or your close relatives. Whether 
the person is rich or poor, Allah can best take 
care of both. Refrain from following your own 
desire, so that you can act justly. If you distort or 
neglect justice, Allah is fully aware of what you 
do.” (Qur'an, 4:135) 


The position of the Prophet, peace be upon 


him, on implementing the legal punishment of 
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theft on a woman of a noble family is well 
known, as is his refusal to accept intercession for 
her. He swore that nobody would escape from 
the law, even if the accused were Fatimah, his 


own daughter. (Hadith by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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Islam and Woman 


Honor has been conferred on women 
through Islam in a way it has never been done in 
any other religion or law, as follows: 


A. Recognizing Woman’s Humanity and 
Equality with Man 

Islam has recognized her humanity, and 
that she was created from Adam. 
Vehe GIR Say cll Gye ASAE co5lh A551 8) Gath gS Gn 

GS 55 

“People, be mindful of your Lord, who created 
you from a single soul, and from it He created its 
mate.” (Qur'an, 4:1) 

It is in the noble hadith: 


"Women are, indeed the counterpart of men" 


(Hadith by Ahmad, Abu Dawud, and Tirmidhi) 
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Similarly, Islam has made women equal in 
obligations of eligibility for deeds, obedience to 
Allah, and reward thereof. 
Allah the Most High says, 
3) 83 ahaa Jule dae Geel Y ol Sto fal Gian 
“Their Lord has answered them, ‘I will not allow 


the deeds of any one of you to be lost, whether 


you are male or female; each is like the other [in 


rewards] ” (Qur’an, 3:195) 
He also says, 
“Men have the portion they have earned, and 
women the portion they have earned”. (Qur'an, 
4:32) 

Equality, in its essence, does not go 
against some of the disparities in Shari'a (Islamic 
law), which are dictated by the nature of woman 
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and her aptitudes to perform her basic duty in the 
world. It is also dictated by the basic system in 
the distribution of responsibility as Allah, 


sanctified be He, has willed it. 


B. Guaranteeing Woman’s Right in Life and 
Good Care 

Islam observes woman’s right to life and 
graceful upbringing. It is strictly prohibited in 
Islam that females be buried alive (unlike the 
practice in pre-Islamic eras when people, out of 
ignorance, used to carry out the barbaric practice 
of burying baby girls alive). Islam also prevents 
negligence in the upbringing of — girls. 
Furthermore, it guarantees the woman’s right to 


inheritance, as well as other financial rights. 
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C. Woman’s rights to Private and Free 


Property 

Islam guarantees for woman the right to 
property and the disposal thereof, without having 
to seek the permission of her guardian or 
husband. Allah the Most High says in connection 
with her right to dowry: 
Lal Abe oot ce AS) Gil cpa ALG: Gye Lud 1 gy 
“Give women their dowry upon marriage, 
though if they are happy to give up some of it for 
you, you may enjoy it with a clear conscience.” 
(Qur’an, 4:4) 
He also says, 
a 15a GANS) S515 955 SA 55 DIL Boo! G15" 

Mah Lally Utig 45 ySSLGI Us Ae 1 ghd 

“If you wish to replace one wife with another, do 
not take back any of her dowry back, even if you 
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have given her a great amount of gold. How 
could you take it when this is unjust and a 


blatant sin?” (Qur'an, 4:20) 


D. Respecting Woman’s Opinion in Marriage 
Islam respects the woman’s opinion in 
marriage, and prevents forcing marriage upon 
her. Islam forbids that she be inherited as if she 
were a commodity, as had been the custom in the 
age of ignorance. In the same way, Islam forbids 
preventing her from marriage when this is meant 
to harm her or covet her property. For example, 

Allah the Most High says, 
V5 WIS cdl ibs oh A das YL Gall tal on 
Atal gab ol Vl) Sasa a Gat 1a Ga glass 
waited 


44s 


“You who believe, it is not lawful for vou to 


inherit women against their will, nor should you 
Luz 


treat your wives harshly, hoping to take back 
some of the dowry you gave them, unless they are 
guilty of something clearly outrageous. Live with 
them in accordance with what is fair and kind.” 
(Qur'an, 4:19) 7 

So, Islam systematizes the divorce of 
women, which used to be promiscuous in the age 
of ignorance. It respects her opinion if she 


requests it, to avoid harm and the like. 


E. Respecting Woman as a Wife 

Islam honors the woman as a wife through 
good marital relation with kindness and just 
treatment of her in general. It preserves for her 
the right to make conditions in marriage, in a 
way that guarantees her comfort and wards off 


harm from her. 


F. Honoring Woman as a Mother 
Islam honors the woman as a mother. It 
enjoins respect, piety, and goodness to her, 
Indeed, it makes her portion of familial respect 
and loyalty greater than that accorded to the 
father due to her burden during pregnancy, labor, 
suckling, and upbringing. 
Allah the Most High says, 
My (ole Un Al Alles ally Gaal Uday 9" 
“We have commanded peopie to be good to their 
parents. Their mothers carried them, with strain 
upon strain.” (Quran, 31:14) 
In the hadith, there is injunction upon 
good companionship to her repeated three times, 
and only after that is the companionship of the 


father enjoined only once. (Hadith by Muslim and Al- 


Baihaqi) 
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G. Weman’s Right to Social Activities and the 
Wisdom in the Veil 

Islam grants the woman the right to social, 
cultural, and political activities related to that 
which suits her and the role prescribed for her by 
Islam. Within the bounds of this right, which is 
enjoyed outdoors, Allah has made provision for 
her safeguard, thereby preventing preying upon 
her, or exploiting her dealings with people. 
Among these provisions is what man and woman 
both desire. As for what concerns women only, 
such as aversion of unlawful glance, she covers 
her enticing parts and avoids doubtful seclusion 
with a man, thereby securing chastity and honor. 


The texts in support of this are numerous. 


105 


The Fundamental Sources of the Religion of 
Islam 
All the fundamental rules of religion are 


based on the Qur’dn, the Sunnah, and the 


evidence of inferences referred to in both of 


them. It is recorded in the noble hadith that 
Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, said, 


“T have bequeathed to you that by which if vou 


adhere to, you will never go astray: the hook of 


Allah and my tradition.” (Hadith by Al-Hakim and Al- 


Baihaqi) 


1 - The Qur’an 

It is the word of Allah, the Most High, 
which He revealed to Prophet Muhammad, peace 
be upon him, piecemeal over twenty-three years. 
This was the period of the mission which Prophet 


Muhammad, peace be upon him, spent among 
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his companions. It is the text preserved between 


the two covers of the noble writ, passed on to us, 
and is among us in perpetuity, generation to 
generation. It is the eternal miracle of Islam and 
its comprehensive constitution of all that 
humanity needs in life and in the Hereafter. 

Allah the Most High says, 

Gy Sy ohhy ot OS UUs Cush ate lig" 
“We have sent the Scripture down to you 
explaining everything, and as guidance and 
mercy and good news to those who devote 
themselves to Allah.” (Qur'an, 16:89) 

There is no doubt that the guidance of the 
Qur’an is the best guidance, because it has been 
revealed from Him, who is Exalted in Might. 
Allah the Most High says, 


"asa gs All pats Olah a By" 
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“This Qur’Gn does show the straightest way.” 
(Qur’an, 17:9) 

The Qur'an shall remain the miracle and 
foundation until the Day of Resurrection. None 
can fully appreciate its miracles, linguistic, 
intellectual, legislative or otherwise, nor can 
anyone except capable experts or scholars 
comprehend its laws fully. 

Therefore, the fact remains that the 
translations of its meaning have not so far done 


full justice to its miracles or guidance. 


The Sunnah 

This is the verbally transmitted record of 
the sayings, actions, descriptions or tacit 
approvals of the Prophet, peace be upon him. 
Above all, it is explanatory of the Qur'an, as 
Stated in it: 
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"G9 Sai sgh agall Ohi all Call S40 en] alls" 


“We have sent down the message to you too 


[Prophet], so that you may explain to people 
what was sent for them, so that they may 
reflect.” (Quran 16:44) 

So knowledge of the number of the 
obligatory prayers, the numbers of prostrations 
of each of these obligatory prayers, the 
proportion of alms and their value, the rites of 
fasting and pilgrimage, and so on, are all 
explained by the Sunnah, which at times brought 
new rules, such as the prohibition of a man 
combining in marriage a woman and her paternal 
or maternal aunt, and the prohibition of eating 
domesticated donkeys. These are laws from 


Allah, sanctified be He, as He said about Prophet 


Muhammad (pbuh) 
M8 GAIT AN sal) ce Gh bg” 
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“He does not speak out of his own desire. The 
Qur'an is nothing less than a revelation that is 
sent to him.” (Qur'an, 53:3-4) 
We are bound to accept and follow the 
Sunnah as a source of legislation. 
Allah the Most High says, 
MV sgitlé Ade BSUG3 Lay 8 gSS8 J ghey) AStii La 5" 
“So, accept whatever the Messenger gives you, 
and abstain from whatever he forbids you.” 
(Qur'an, 59:7) 
He also says, 
Ohya yg oe 
“Say, ‘Obey Allah and the Messenger'” (Qur'an, 
3:32) 
It is also reported in the noble hadiths, 
"Behold, | have been given the Qur'an and the 
like of it, together with it”. (Hadith by Ahmad and Abu 


Dawid) 
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“So, if | forbid you a thing, shun it; and If I bid 
you to do something, then do it as much you 
can". (Hadith by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

So, it is not permissible to question the 
relevance of the Qur’an. The scholars have 
guarded it through recitation and insight, and 
they have written books on the verification of its 
narration with minute and exact investigation, 
deliberation and precision, which cannot be 
compared with the highest trends of modern 
criticism. These explications have been called 
the books of expostulations and explications. In 
the same way, the authenticated Sunnah has been 
compiled in books, the most important of which 
is the collection of Al-Bukhari, who died in 256 
after Hijrah. Similarly, there is the compilation 
of the citations of Muslim, who died in 261 after 


Hijrah. Even though the texts of the Qur’an and 
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the Sunnah are condensed, by the totality and 
generality of their tenets, through close study and 
the use of analogy, it is possible to derive laws 
and rulings for every incident, the case which 
will arise unti] the Day of Resurrection. That is 
what the erudite scholars have done, and those 
who have furnished Islamic literature with books 
of Islamic jurisprudence, replete with laws, even 
including rules on what is deemed probable of 
occurrence. By the flexibility of the texts of 
religion, Shari’ah has remained extant and lively, 
and it shall continue to be lively, active, and 


applicable to the Day of Resurrection. 


A Brief Biography of the Prophet 
(pbuh) 


Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, 
was born in Mecca in the year 571 after Christ to 
the noble Arab clan of Banu Hashim, whose 
lineage is traced back to Ishmael, son of 
Abraham, peace upon them both. When Prophet 
Muhammad was a fetus in the womb of his 
mother ?Amina, his father ‘Abdullah died. His 
mother was left to rear him until she died while 
he was only six years of age. 

Then, his grandfather, ‘Abdul-Mutfalib, 
took over his guardianship, yet he too died only 
two years later. Following this, his uncle *Abu 


Talib became his guardian. 
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Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, 
began his adulthood as a shepherd and this is in 
keeping with the tradition of the prophets, as 
rightly said in the hadith. (Hadith by Al-Bukhari) He 
was also engaged in trade, where he used to 
accompany his uncle to Syria. He was later 
engaged in a trade venture for the lady Khadijah, 
whom he shortly afterwards married while he 
was only twenty-five years of age. The Prophet 
Joined his people in important missions such as 
the Pact of the Noble for the relief of the 
oppressed, and he took part in the rebuilding of 
the Ka‘bah. 

After taking Khadijah as a wife, he took to 
seclusion, away from where he used to see his 
people worshipping idols and other such deviant 
behaviors. He would go to the cave Hira’, 


overlooking the Ka‘bah, for contemplation for 
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several nights at a time. During one of these 
seclusions, Archangel Gabriel descended with 
revelation. This was when he was forty years of 
age. Archangel Gabriel recited to him, and he 
recited after him, the words of Allah the Most 
High, 
iy Loa Ge Go Guay GER GER gall ay Qty Iban 
lis Ba aah le ily ge gh 585 
“Read in the name of your Lord who created. He 
created man from a leech-like clot. Read! Your 
Lord is the Most Bountiful One who taught by 
the pen; who taught man that which he did not 
know. ” (Qur'an, 96:1-5) 

Returning from this meeting in great fear, 
his wife consoled him. He was also consoled by 
Waraqah ibn Nawfal, who had known something 
about Christianity. Among the first who believed 


him was his wife Khadijah, his servant Zaid ibn 
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Harithah, his cousin Ali Ibn Abu Talib who was 
under his guardianship, and Abu Bakr Al-Sidiq. 
When he called his tribe Quraish, to Islam, they 
disbelieved and obstructed him to their utmost 
ability. Thereafter, some of the Muslims were 
forced to immigrate to Abyssinia. The ill 
treatment by Quraish became severe after the 
death of his wife Khadijah, and his uncle *Abu 
Talib in the same year, which was ten years into 
his prophethood. So, he set out for the city of 
Ta‘if calling the people to Islam, though they 
tured him down in a hostile manner, So, Allah 
graced him with the Night Journey (to 
Jerusalem) and Ascension (to Heavens), a 
journey during which Allah ordained the five 
obligatory prayers. Prophet Muhammad, peace 


be upon him, presented himself to the tribes 


during the pilgrimage season in the market 
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places, and in doing so the call reached the city 
of Yathrib, and in it many companions were 
gained for him. When Quraish was determined to 
get rid of him by killing him, Allah ordained the 
immigration to Madinah (Yathrib) to which most 
of the Muslims had already immigrated. The 
people of Madinah, who came to be called ‘the 
Helpers,’ welcomed them in a hospitable way, 
and they all cooperated in founding the Muslim 
society. They stood as one, hand in hand, united 
against antagonistic trends from the Jews of 
Madinah, the polytheists of Mecca, and others 
like them. Armed confrontations took place, the 
most important of which were the battles of 
Badr, Ubud, Ahzab, and Khaibar, ending with 
the conquest of Mecca in the eighth year of 


Hijrah (Migration). This made the religion and 
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its followers victorious, and the people began to 


embrace Islam in great leaps and bounds. 


The Prophet, peace be upon him, had 
seized the opportunity of a truce which was 
concluded by the Treaty of Hudaybiah, in the 
sixth year of Hijrah. He sent letters to kings and 
leaders calling them to Islam, in keeping with its 
universality. The most distinguished of the 
contents of those letters was epitomized in the 
citation of a verse of the Qur’an showing faith in 
the Oneness of Allah alone, portraying the 
dignity of man for whom it was not proper to 
adopt a god from among members of his race, 
and for people to come to terms on a common 
word. If they did not respond to the call, they 
should at least accept the new situation and 


acknowledge the Muslim society that was 
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formed in the Arabian Peninsula and allow them 
to deliver the trust of the call to all people. 
Allah the Most High says, ' 
Sy Sas Vi -Riiy Uie he Aas L 1G ad sh AT G Os 
Bi gb oh Wat) Wnty ats S35 Vy WHE gy LBS Yl 
gy gadins Ly | Seat | hoa 1318 
“Say, ‘People of the Book, let us arrive at a 
statement that is common fo Us all: that we 
worship Allah alone, ascribe no partner to Him, 
and none of us takes others beside Allah as 
lords.’ If they turn away, Say, ‘Witness our 
devotion to Him.” (Qur'an, 3:64) 
In the tenth year of Hijrah, Prophet 


Muhammad (pbuh) went out to perform the 


pilgrimage. With him were one hundred 


thousand Muslims. After exhausting the 


resistance on the part of the Jews and others, the 


Prophet, peace be upon him, began to secure the 
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boundaries of the Arabian Peninsula against the 
two great powers of the time, the Persians and 
the Byzantines. He proposed an army under the 
command of Osamah Ibn Zaid. However, during 
this time, the Prophet passed away at the age of 
sixty-three after an eventful life of glorious deeds 
and continuous struggle for the sake of 
delivering the message. The responsibility fell to 
the rightly-guided caliphs (the Prophet’s four 
immediate successors) and the succeeding 
generations who followed in his footsteps, called 
people to the religion, and whose tenets Allah the 
Most High has laid down in the following words, 
cel ails Hees the ably dada a a LH) 2 
Mesa) 
“[Prophet] call [people] to the way of vour Lord 
with wisdom and good teaching and argue with 


them in the most courteous way,” (Qur'an, 16:125) 
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The result of this activity was a vast 


Islamic empire with boundaries from China in 


the east to Europe in the west. Islam now has 


followers in almost all parts of the globe, 


numbering more than two billions. 


His wives : 
After the death of Khadijah, the Prophet, 
1 wives. Only 


peace be upon him, married severa 
life 


one, Zainab bint Khozaimah, died during his 
ine wives survived him, namely, Sawdah 


a bint Abu Bakr Al-Sidiq, 


time. N 
bint Zam‘ah, ‘Aish 
‘Umar, Umm Habibah bint Abu 
h, Zaynab 


Hafsah bint 


Sufyan, Umm Salamah bint Umayya 


i -Harith, 
bint Jahsh, Maimiinah bint Al-Hart 


Jowairiyyah bint Al-Mustalq, and Safiyah bint 
Huyayy. The Prophet’s marriages were never 
, m. Had it been so, 


due to passion overpowering hi 
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he would have married virgins, and he would not 
have refused those who offered themselves to 
him in marriage. Indeed, the marriages had noble 
humanitarian values and purposes, for by this he 
honored faithful female believers who 
significantly contributed to the armed struggle, 
and whose families were either killed or 
separated from them. He sometimes contracted 
such marriages as a link with his dearest friends, 
or compromised by them the hearts of his 
enemies, or nullified with them the pre-Islamic 
custom of adoption of children. Behind his 
Marriages are other aspects of sublime values. 
The Prophet, peace be upon him, lived with all of 
his wives to the noblest example of honorable 
life, and they attained from him the most refined 


married life. Allah dignified them and made 
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them mothers of the believers, forbidding their 
marriage after the Prophet, peace be upon him. 
Allah the Most High says, a 
gpaigal ats 315 Apalil be Gael Ist Gal 
“The Prophet is closer to the believers than they 
are to themselves, while his wives are their 
mothers.” (Qur'an, 33:6) 
He also says, naa 
ce AIG SI LASS OF V5 ail Dg LO ol gs iss 
| Magee ail Sic GIS 2815 5] VSI ont 
“It is not right for you to offend Allah's 
Messenger, just as you should never marry his 


wives after him. That would be grievous in 


Allah’s eyes.” (Qur'an, 33:53) 


His Children 
Except Khadijah, the Prophet, peace be 


upon him, did not have children from any of his 
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wives. She gave birth to his two sons, Al-Qasim 
and ‘Abdullah, who were nick-named "the 
Good", and "the Clean." She also gave birth to 
him four daughters, Zainab, Rugayyah, Umm 
Kulthiim, and Fatimah. Allah also blessed him 
with Abraham, born to him by Maria the Coptic, 
All of these children died during his lifetime 
except for Fatimah, who died six month after his 
death. 


Conclusion 

This is a short account of Islam in terms of 
its faith and laws. The details are to be found in 
the Qur’an and Sunnah, and in various studies 
based on them, Our predecessors followed the 
teachings of Islam in full with sincerity, based on 
deep insight, hereby fulfilling Allah's promise, 

which states, 
cet AME lata | glee aie J pial Gell 4a) Sc 4" 
Gs MY Siping Gal agi58 ots ot ablllasls aed cai) 
MGS Oe 
“Allah has made a promise to those among you 
who believe and do good deeds. He will make 
them successors to the land, as He did those who 
came before them. He will establish the religion 


He has chosen for them; He will grant them 
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security to replace their fear. ‘They will worship 
Me and not join anything with Me.’” (Qur'an, 
24:55) 

By doing so, they are on the side of truth, 

as Allah the Most High says, 

tian lal 5 
“[Believers], you are the best community singled 
out for people.” (Qur'an, 3:110) 

Muslims today are in dire need of 
tightening their bond with Islam through an 
understanding of its basic principles, and through 
fully applying them as the source of their 
guidance. Indeed Islam must not be judged by 
the condition of the Muslims today, for the fault 


is not with the principles, but rather in 


misconceptions and misapplications. 
Allah the Most High says, 
MSalSdl Cis 28 Las ail ysis Glad SSH GST G" 
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“You who believe, if you help Allah, He wi 


you an d make you stand firm.” (Quran, 47:7) 
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Procedures of Embracing Islam 


1- Believing in the Oneness of Allah and the other 
creeds mentioned in the earlier chapters of this 
book is sufficient to prevent one from eternity in 
Hell. It is incumbent upon one to practice his 
beliefs in all the rites. 

2- For one to be treated in this world as a Muslim in 
regard to marriage, inheritance, burial rites, and 
so on, he must declare his faith by word of 
mouth by pronouncing the two testimonies of 
faith before people, so that they may treat him as 
a Muslim. 

3- In order for one to preserve his rights and the 
rights of his family, it is for him to register this 
testimony before a responsible authority. 

4- If the new convert to Islam is married to a 


woman from among the people of the Scripture 
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(Jews or Christians), his wife remains in 
wedlock. Islam should not be forced upon her, 
because Islam makes it lawful for a male Muslim 
to marry one of the people of the Scripture. But 
if his wife is not one of the people of the 
Scripture, then Islam should be introduced to her, 
without compulsion. If she becomes a Muslim, 
she remains wed with her husband. If, however, 
she refuses Islam, the marriage bonds are 
declared null and void, according to the Islamic 
legislation. 

If a woman embraces Islam, and she is married 
to a non-Muslim, Jslam stipulates that they 
must be separated. Islam is then introduced to the 
husband, and if he accepts Islam, within the 
‘iddah (the waiting period during which the wife 
is not allowed to marry another), their marriage 


remains valid. If he refuses Islam, the marriage 
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bonds become null and void, according to the 
Islamic legislation. It is not permissible for her to 
marry another man except after the ‘iddah; that 
is, after three monthly (menstrual) periods, after 
childbirth [if she is pregnant], or after three 
months in the case of women who do not 
menstruate. 

Children, who have not reached the age of 
puberty, and, likewise, the fetus in its mothers’ 
womb, follow the religion of either parent who 
has embraced Islam. There is no inheritance 
between Muslims and non-Muslims. 

Finally, the best way to increase your knowledge 
of Islam is to read widely and deeply in the 


various sources of Islamic literature. 


All Praise be to Allah. 
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Main Sources 

The Qur’anic citations are taken, with slight 
adaptation, from “The Qur'an: A new 
translation by M. A. S. Abdel Haleem”. Oxford 
World’s Classics, 2004. Approved by: Islamic 
Research Academy. 

Sapih Al-Bukhari, translated from Arabic into 
English. 

Sahih Muslim, translated from Arabic into 


English. 
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Note on Al-Azhar Center for 
Translation (ACT) 


Al-Azhar is the greatest of Muslim institutes of 
religious knowledge. It undertakes the mission of 
preserving, promoting and publishing leading 
materials from the Muslim Heritage. It is also 
committed to assuming the responsibility of 
delivering the true message of Islam to the entire 
humanity around the world. It works on achieving 
human progress and guaranteeing security, stability 
and comfort for all human beings in this life and in 
the life to come. Al-Azhar is also concerned with 
reviving the Arab civilization and the intellectual and 
scientific heritage in endeavors to highlight the good 
impacts of the Arabs on the human development and 
progress. Furthermore, Al-Azhar works on 
promoting morals, scientific progress, arts, social 
services, national and humanitarian initiatives and 


spiritual values. It provides the Muslim and Arab 
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worlds with qualified religious scholars and experts 
Shari’a, 


Language and Quranic studies. 


of Islamic religious culture, Arabic 


ACT Mission 

In his endeavors to develop Al-Azhar, His Eminence 
Professor Ahmad At-Tayyeb—Al-Azhar Grand 
Sheikh and Imam, instructed the foundation of Al- 
Azhar Center for Translation (ACT). ACT aims to 
provide accredited translation services for all of Al- 
Azhar sectors and bodies, including Al-Azhar 
Sheikhdom, University, Ruwaq (Al-Azhar traditional 
mosque-based classrooms), and the Islamic Research 
Academy and institutes. ACT aims at achieving the 
following aims: 

. Translation of top-rated books, researches and 
studies marked for their universal relevance and 
benefit as per approval of the Council of Senior 


Scholars. 


—_— 


. Simultaneous 


Translation of invaluable books and studies on Islam 


into Arabic. 


interpreting for seminars and 
conferences organized by Al-Azhar and any of its 
affiliated bodies. 

Preparing studies on recent and modern translations 
of the Glorious Qur’an to choose the best available 
translations and draw Muslims’ attention to benefit 


from and republish them. 


_ Translation of Hadith Collections into foreign 


languages and examining available translations in 
this area to edit and rectify any possible mistakes 
before republishing them when necessary to bring 


them to the attention of the Muslims for wider 


benefits. 


_ Translation of academic papers and specialized 


studies addressing the issue of non-Arab Muslim 


communities and crucial questions. 
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. Translation of Friday Sermons prepared by Al-Azhar 


authorized bodies on issues related to non-Arab 
Muslim communities. 

Providing elegant and readable subtitling for film 
materials on Islam prepared by Al-Azhar entrusted 


bodies. 


. Organizing courses on written translation. 


Organizing courses on simultaneous interpreting. 


. Publishing a peer-reviewed journal expressing ACT 


and its specialties. 


.Organizing courses for the improvement of 


professional, cultural and scientific skills of the ACT 
personnel. 

Currently Available Languages: English, French, 
German, Spanish, Indonesian, Urdu, Persian, 
Turkish, Greek, Pashtu and Hebrew. (Chinese, 
Italian, Swahili and Japanese translation teams are 


currently in process). 
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ACT presents Hagigat ul-Islam (The True Islam) 
Series as the first of its translation contributions. The 
series introduces a primary collection on the facts 
and principles of Islam and highlights the central 
role of man in Islam—being a message for educating 
lofty values and teaching respect of humankind and 
of the realms of animals, birds, plants and even 
inanimate objects as well. It also presents the Islamic 
principles regulating the process of self-defense in 
case of attack or aggression when a Muslim must 
keenly abide by humanitarian principles, build the 
world and avoid destruction. Masterworks of this 
series include: 

Essential Features of Islam by H. E. Professor 
Ahmad At-Tayyeb—Al-Azhar Grand Imam. 

Muslim Perspective of Human Rights by H.E. 
Professor Mahmud Hamdy  Zaqzouq—former 


Minister of Religious Endowments. 
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¢ Muslim Conception of War by H. E. Sheikh 
Muhammad Abu Zahrah. 

¢ The Prophet of Islam in Western Thought by 
Professor ‘Izzuddin Farraj. 
ACT welcomes communicating with the target 
readers for any comments, Suggestions or 
corrections. Meanwhile, our prayers are due for the 
translations to be divinely blessed as valuable 
everlasting contributions to the edifice of human life 
in the hope to help human welfare and progress and 
make the world a suitable place for the entire 


humanity. 


ALAzhar Center for Translation (ACT) 
Professor Yousuf ‘Amer, ; 


ACT Director 
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